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It’s proven…  Whether you are in a rural, suburban, or urban setting, the common link that is regularly missing from community coalitions is youth.  Even though coalitions focus on issues that affect all sectors from within our communities, our youth are predominantly the ones that we look to protect, to nurture, and to guide along a path to making our communities strong and sustainable.

Some coalitions have a youth represented in their committees, but how many times are youth REALLY a part of the process in identifying and solving community issues?   To help coalitions examine these problems, Community Connections, Inc., in collaboration with a wide array of agencies, community coalitions, and others across West Virginia, is working to bring a new initiative to build youth leadership, increase their skills, develop a network for effective advocacy, and potentially create a new workforce dedicated to community service. 

This program will focus on building future leaders and assisting the local coalitions to support youth in their development.  This year long comprehensive program will convey a message to the local communities about the need of youth development and local-level drug and crime prevention efforts.  


Through this Community Coalition and Youth Leadership Initiative, this comprehensive program will:

· Train a minimum of 220 youth and over 100 adult leaders within community-based drug prevention efforts in at least eighteen (18) regional, state, and national events;

· Advocate for legislative change to provide a sustainable funding source for West Virginia community coalitions;

· Enhance coalition infrastructure and increase capacity of coalitions;

· Conduct ongoing data assessment on the extent and nature of youth risk and protective factors.

· Provide coalitions membership to Community Anti Drug Coalitions of America (CADCA), the national leader in developing community responsiveness to substance abuse issues for a period of no less than five years.

· Provide stipends to local community coalitions that work with youth to help offset local costs with getting them the proper tools needed for success.

· Allow for free technical assistance from the National Coalition Institute to maximize the effectiveness of local coalitions.

· And more…

For the past few years, CADCA has been working to develop a youth workforce within its trainings and educational opportunities at its Forum and Mid-Year events.  This is the first statewide National Youth Leadership Initiative (NYLI) ever conducted.  Through a combination of classroom instruction and web-based distance learning, youth leaders will participate in the design, implementation, and evaluation of action strategies to address major community problems which will ultimately result in changed community norms and environments to achieve population level reductions in drug use and crime. As a result, youth will become more integrated into the fabric of communities across West Virginia as the next generation of prevention leaders.
